THE   SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

Ghor, as late as the thirteenth century, claimed to
be of serpent race. So that in the principal states
of Afghanistan that is in the very country in
which the Aryas encountered Ahi, the serpent
chief of the Rig Veda, the ruling families claimed
to be descended from Azi, the serpent chief of the
Zend Avesta.

We shall see later that the people of the country
between Kabul and Kashmir,, down to the time of
the Mohammedan invasion, still worshipped the
Naga demi-gods.

In the Pahlavi Karnam-i Artakshir-i Papakan
it is mentioned that the Persian King Artakshir in
the first half of the third century was defeated
more than once, and his camp taken, by Haftan
Bokht. This chief, who was ruler of Kirman and
lord of the dragon, worm, or serpent/was eventu-
ally defeated and killed. The ruins of his fortress
of Guzaran are near the town of Bam, not far from
the frontier of Baluchistan. The Bam fort is
still known as Kut-i-Kirm, or fort of the worm or
serpent.3

Other traces of the serpent race remain in the
neighbouring country. In Baluchistan is the
Koh-i-Maran, or the mountain of serpents/ which
doubtless took its name from the race of Zahak.

And one of the legends, relating to the building
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a Ib. October, 1902, 944-5.         3 Baluchistan, Hughes, 5.